Treatment of cervical vertebral instability in the dog.
In a retrospective study, common neurologic signs and results of treatment of cervical vertebral instabilities were reviewed. In 16 large dogs, vertebrae C5 and C6 were most frequently malformed and unstable. Treatment was conservative in 3 dogs, 1 dog was not treated, and 12 dogs were treated surgically (dorsal decompressive laminectomy and wire stabilization of the articular facets in most cases). The 3 conservative treatments and 8 of the 12 surgical treatments were considered beneficial.